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Presidents Hahs promised us Latino, Atricana, and Asian
Resource Centers but her lntercultural Initiative Committee
is planning to build one small space for all. That is unacceptable!

Th@ ~~(U]cctl@ITiJ

LATIDA/0 CULTURAL 6 RESOURCE CEDTER
- NEIU is a "Hispanic Serving Institution" (HSI )

- $1.5 million given by Sen. Iris Martfnez

- $2.8 million in Title V Funds were given to NEIU

due to NEIU's HSI status. The Latino & Latin

because of HSI status

American Studies program is not included

- $0 are designated for the needs of Latina/o stu-

in the discussion of the funds.

dents.

Turn to page 2 for more info

Ea ITo RIAL

Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos

Every fall, as the weather gets a little
chilly and the green leaves of summer's
past begin to fa 11, new faces enter the
halls of Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU). These faces are painted
luminously of both excitement and
uncertainty -"what will this school, so
strange from my last, offer me?" they
ask through smirks and wandering
eyes. Nearly half of these freshman
- 41 .4% to be exact - soon will stomp
grudgingly through the campus.
Such a change of emotions will be
due to the lack of academic, economic, and cultural resources available to
them, the absence of safe and leadership building spaces, and the blatant
disregard of their experiences.

of English as a Second Language students. The faces become ever more
morose.
Therefore, Que Ondee Sola (QOS), as
it appropriately has done in the past,
recommends that this university - its
administration, faculty, and students
- seriously take action on constructing
a Latina/o Cultural & Resource Center.
As thoroughly reported in our December 2007 edition on the Latina/o Status at NEIU, the complex would not be
just a space for socializing, but one
that also addresses resources and allows other cultures to understand our
own.

These students are the Latinas/os of Let's take a look at existing Latina/o
NEIU, numbering now 27.1 % of the programs: Proyecto Pa'Lante still has
total student population, thus mak- a low budget and a cramped space.
ing us the largest and most visible. Moreover, few services are available
The frustration of this integral demo- to undocumented students, many of
graphic grows by the realization that whom are Latina/o, who seek this
they are attending a "Hispanic Serv- school for its relatively low {but ining Institution (HSI)," a designation creasing) tuition.
that NEIU will pay $7,650 by early
2009 to renew. HSI status allows NEIU The Latino & Latin American Studto play in a pool of funding. In 2007 ies program now shares an office with
this school received $2.8 million Title other programs, decreasing both its
V grant funds for HSls, which it is us- visibility and resources. Furthermore,
ing to produce intensive writing cours- since a minor is no longer required at
es university wide, and not specifically NEIU {but astonishingly the amount
for the Latina/o students, which have a of credits one must take remains the
l 7% graduation rate or whose very ex- same), the LLAS minor that so many
istence allowed NEIU to apply for such students have fought for is threatened
money. Furthermore, the courses will with disappearance. At a "Hispanic
not even take into account the needs Serving Institution" it is amazing that
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Que Ondee Sola

Que Ondee Sola was established in 1972 and

is published at Northeastern Illinois University.
The opi nions expressed in Que Ondee Sola
do not necessarily reflect those of the
Administration. Responsib ility for its contents
lies solely with the staff.

remains the oldest Puerto Rican & Latina/o
university student publication in the U.S. Our
mission is to provide the NEIU community with
a relevant and engaging publication that deals
with student issues with a focus on Puerto
Ri cans and Latinas/os, our communities, and
our patrias.

We appreciate and encourage
suggestions and cont ribut ions.
Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Lou is Chicago, IL 60625
Room E-041
(773) 442-4583
queondeesola@gmail.com

Que Ondee Sola continues to affirm the right
of Puerto Rican self-determination, freedom
for all Puerto Rican political prisoners, and
support for a truly participatory democracy.
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the LLAS minor is not a major. It must
also be noted that Sen . Iris Martfn ez
allocated $1 .5 mil lion to NEIU du e
to its HSI status. The university sa id
it will use the funds to create a new
initiative based in the LLAS program,
however the prog r am director has
not even been included in the d iscu ssion!
The amount of Latina/o facu lty is
disproportionate ly low and two La t ina/ o faculty, Elaine Rod rfq uez a n d
Eusebio Rod rfq uez, have n o t b een
re p la ced si nce the ir d enial of t e nure
_J last year.

<C
c::,

In addition, many of the most a ctive
and visible student organizations,
such
as the Latina/o fraternities,
u.J
u.J have no space in which to meet. It
~ is also a su rprise that there exists a
high incoming Latina/o student popc::, ulation since little recruitment takes
place in our communities. These
u.J facts are made ever more important
::::, due to this university's central role in
training th e t e ach e rs of Chi cag o , e sp ecia l ly since half of a ll C PS schoo l
students a r e Latina/o.

c.n

:z:

c:J

Under t hese cond itions how can anyone feel at home at NEIU? The r e-

fore, we have joined President Hahs'
lntercultural
Initiative Co m mittee,
which seeks to develop " inte rcultural services and programs both programmatically and physically" for
the university. In her Septembe r 23rd
Stat e of the University add ress, the
President f i na lly said that she seeks
to constr uct a "Latino resource center, an Africana resource ce n ter and
perhaps an Asian America n cente r. "
Such a bold and prom ising state ment see m ed t o have b een the fru it
of ou r m eeting with her last year as
w e ll as the creation o f the Latina/o
C oalition that brought State Senator William Delgado on campus to
discuss the issue. Her statement was
also surprising, because for years
the discourse from the university was
that there was no space or money for
a Latina/o center, even thou gh a new
$59 million Education buil din g is in
the works as well as a multi-million
dol lar reconstruction of the Science
Building. Unfortu nat e ly, the committee is discussing o ne small space to
be designated a "multicultural cente r." Such a cente r, al o ng with other
ethnic cente r s ca n exist, but as long
as NEIU remains a " Hi sp anic Se rv ing
Institution" we must a demand La t i na/o Cultu ral & Resource C e nte r!

The Students of NEIU Demand a
Latina/o Cultural & Resource Centerl
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Latina/o Programs at NEIU
JOSHUA CRUZ
The

(773) 442-4794, or v-ortiz@neiu.edu

program designed to help students:

I originally called this article "Prieto
Pa'Lante" because of my career counselor
and friend William "Doc" Speller, an old
salty dog Army Veteran African A m erican
m a n who has spent m a ny days at NEIU
fighting fo r the rights of not just his
com munity but ours as well. Doc wou ld
always talk to me about "Prieto Pa'Lante"
and how it was started back in 1972. I
recently found out what Doc was talking
about and that his Spanish was not the
best; "Proyecto Pa'La nte" is what he was
saying, which loosely tran slates to Project
Success,alsothenameofanotherprogram.

Latino & Latin American
Stud iesMi norisan interdisciplinary
l. Understand the role played by the

Lati no and Latin American peoples in the
modern wo rl d ;
2. Appreciate the similarities and
differences among Latinos and Latin
Americans;
3. Understand the socio-political and
economic conditions under which Latinos
and Latin Americans live;
4. Develop knowledge of and appreciation
for the language and literature of Latinos
a nd Latin Americans; and
5 . Develop knowledge Become familiar
with careers that could potentially serve
the needs and interests of Latinos and
Latin Americans.
All LLAS Minors must complete th ree
required courses (9 er.) and th ree
elective courses (9 er.) from at least
two academic departments for a total
of 18 er. The Program Coordinator
serves as advisor for students choosing
the LLAS minor. For more information I
speak with Dr. Vfctor Ortfz at CLS 2083 I
5

Proyecto

Pa'Lante

was
startred by Puerto Rican and other
Latina/a students here at NEIU, including
the Un ion for Puerto Rican Students
and Que Ondee Sola. The purpose of
the program was to recruit and help
students, encouraging them to pursue
an d complete higher education, set
hig h goals, and reach them. They
career counseling, tutoring, aca dem ic
orientation,
vocational
assistance I
psychological counseling, and seminars
for academic development. All you need
to get into the program is, fill out an
application, submit an application fee
of $25, two letters of recommendation
al o ng with a personal declarati o n, an

official transcript from your high school
or the results of your G.E.D., and/or
ACT, OR SAT scores (if your younger than
21.), and lastly you need a photocopy
of your I.D. and Social Security. After
being accepted into the program you
will have access to certain benefits
like government grants, scholarships,
loans, and work study programs that
are unique to Latina/a students. For
more information on the program or to
get started you can visit their office at
the Classroom Building Room 4029,
<( call them at (773) 442-5460, or visit
_ J www.neiu.edu/-ppalante.

~

McNair Scholars Program

~ is another program at NEIU that is
~ beneficial to minorities. This program is

C:l

named after Dr. Ronald E. McNair, the
2: laser physicist and astronaut that was
~ killed during Space Shuttle Challengers
~ explosion in January of 1986; later that
year the program was approved for
:::, funding by the U.S. Congress. This is a
C::J great program for those students that
want to pursue a post-baccalaureate
degree . Their whole mission isto prepare
students that come from disadvantaged
backgrounds for Doctoral degrees
in academia. McNair Scholars have
access to top of the line mentorship and
research opportunities and much m o re
that will enable them to increase th eir
potential and achieve their goals. To be
accepted into this program you m ust
have completed at least 60 credit hours
and have three semesters left of school,
6

a 2 .8 cumulative GPA or higher, status as
a first-generation college student and/or
a member of a group underrepresented
in graduate education, and a sincere
desire to earn a PhD. degree. This
program is accepted at institutions
nationwide incase of a transfer; only 12
students are selected each year at NEIU
with approximately 80% of the scholars
being from minority groups and 30%
being Latinos. For more information
you can contact the program director
Dr. Kim Sanborn at (773) 442-4253;
their office is located on the mom
campus, building B, room 141.

EN LACE

Last but not least is
(Engaging Latino Communities for
Education.). Thisprogram issettoincrease
opportunities for Latinas and Latinos to
enter and complete college and to help
them with their academic success from
K-20 . The program increases Latina/a
rep resentation in tenured faculty and
administrators in higher education, and
provides educational awareness and
leadership skills through their Futures
Leaders Camp. For more information
on EN LACE and what it can do for you
please contact the project coordinator
Mireya Rivera at (773) 442-4735
or visit her at the administration
buildings 6th floor. Go to www.neiu.
edu/-ppalante.

The Latina/o Status at NEIU
The following are portions of two reports
compiled by the university administration to
address the needs and concerns of students
and faculty that can be found at www.neiu.edu.
In the reports, there were only two mentions
of Latina/o students in any significance. The
first describes the Union for Puerto Rican
Students' (UPRS) role in the report, but left
out an important fact: when they attended the
meetings they did not call for iust any cultural
center, but a Latina/o Cultural & Resource
Center. Furthermore, Plantando Semi/las is not
a student organization, as the report infers, but

were series of events dedicated in educating

students on the Latino & Latin American Studies
department and that also called for a Latina/o
space on campus! The second portion mentions
that NEIU is a "Hispanic Serving Institution, but
then calls for, again, an ambiguous "cultural
center. If this school really seeks to make
this place " an institution of choice for Latino
students, as it reports, then would it not be
smart to create a cultural and resource space
dedicated to our needs and experiences? Stay
tuned for the next editions of Que Ondee Sola
for more facts of NEIU's Latina/o Status!
11
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The Presidential Task Force on the Millennium Student Report
August 2008 page 38
DIVERSITY
• 44% of our freshmen are Latino/a .
• There is no transfer orientation despite many students who transfer into the
University from two-year programs and other four-year institutions. In UPRS
and Plantando Semillas, students surveyed suggested developing a cultural
center to provide a place to build community. Participating in student groups
is wo rk the effort for students ! A cu ltural center would provide access to
multiple cultural identities and provide a "safe place to go ."
• The diversity of our faculty and administration does not reflect the diversity of
ou r students. Page 38

Northeastern Illinois University's Strategic Plan Initiative
Strategic Goal Three: URBAN LEADERSHIP

3.4: Strive to make NEIU, as a designated Hispanic Serving Institution, an institution
of choice for Latino students.

Strategic Goal Five: ENHANCED UNIVERSITY OPERATIONS

5.3: Identify locations and develop facility plans for future student service centers,
such as a cultural center and a "One Stop Shop."
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Memories from La Isla del Encanto
JOSE FULGENCIO

<(
_J
~

c.n
UJ
UJ

c::l

2:

~

UJ

::,

c:r

January 14, 2008
was the day I started
a new chapter in my
life. I remember my
father driving me
to the airport and
telling me to be
careful and to stay
away from trouble.
I hugged him and
kissed him goodbye.
As I sat on the
airplane
waiting
for my flight to
leave to Sa n Juan,
Puerto
Rico
my
head was going in
many directions. I wondered if I made
the right choice in going to the University
of Puerto Rico-Rfo-Piedras for a study
abroad program. Both of my parents were
against me going, my sisters said they
would miss me, and some of my friends
encouraged me to go. Everyone who
knew I was going to a study abroad asked
why I wanted to go to Puerto Rico and not
Mexico or Europe. I just told them I wanted
a different experience, explore different
cultures, and different environments.
After four and a half hours I looked
outside my window and I could see this
small beautiful island surrounded by clear
water. Once I got of the plane I could

8

feel the humidity and I knew I arrived
in "La Isla de/ Encanto;" the "Islan d of
Enchantment." A friend of mine picked
me up from the airport and showed me
parts of Viejo San Juan, El Morro, other
tourist's attractions and the infamous
La Perla. To me, Puerto Rico resembled
Mexico in regards to the structures of
the buildings, houses, and streets. Once
my friend showed me around he took
me to the dorm where I was going to be
living for the next five months. Once I got
there I was amazed as to how the dorms
looked like an old abandoned building
from the projects. When I arrived at my
room my roommate was very kind and
helped me out with telling me where to
go to eat, hang ou,t and what places to

see. The one thing I didn't like about my
dorm was that it had no a.ir conditioning
and little ants kept eating my food.
Classes in Puerto Rico were very hard;
before leaving I was told · that my classes
were going to be in English. 'ijell that did
not happen. The textbooks for all my classes
were in Spanish and taught in Spanish. The
good thing was that my classmates helped
me with my assignments but in return I had
to help them with speaking English . My
philosophy professor was the funniest but
the toughest because he would always come
to class and talk about how our generation
was lazy and not ed ucated enough but
would make us lea rn and comprehend
the nature of scientific philosophy. I
passed all my classes but it wasn't easy.

go to Las Justas which is a weekend in April
where all the track and field athletes from
the universities of Puerto Rico get together
and. have track and field competitions. After
the ·events there is a big celebration and
celebrity artists come and perform a free
concert. This year Daddy Yankee and Tito
El Bambino were there. The party lasted
until the early morning hours. My friends
and I had to sleep in the car because all the
hotels were booked. I was also fortunate
eno.ugh to go to the Don Omar sinf6nico
concert. It was a historical concert because
it was the first time a reggaet6n artist
would give a concert using a symphony
and it was the day before his wedding.
I have so many stories to tell but I can't
because it would probably turn into a novel.

My experiences in Puerto Rico were some
On Thursday nights many of the students of the best I ever had. I met many people
who lived on campus or near it would within the University - not just from Puerto
go to the town bars and hang out. What Rico but also many of the students were
I really liked about the campus was the from different parts of the world. I met
atmosphere and how political the students people from India, China, and different
were . The students were the ones who parts of Latin America, Germany, France,
really had control of the school and not the- Poland, South Africa, and Great Brita in. It
admin istrators . Students at times would make was important for me, being a Latino, to see
the adm inistration cancel classes while the other Latin American countries; not only see
student g overnment organized an assembly but to live the similarities and differences our
for the students to attend and discuss the cultures have: I highly recommend students,
improvements the university needed to especially Lati.nos, to take advantage of
make. At one point the students whe re so the study' abroad programs that NEIU has
upset of how the student's parking lots would to offer. It's an opportunity for people to
be given to faculty that they protested the know other countries and explore the world.
next day and locked the gates to the school. D~n't let other people scare you from being
a part of a study abroad. You only live life
Another great experience I had was going to once, might as well make the best of it.
the Calle of San Sebastian celebration which
is similar to a Marti Grau. I was also able to
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Under the Protective Cloak of

U.S. lm~erialism
Out of all the territories controlled by
the old Spanish Empire back in the 15th
and 16th centuries, from the southern
parts of the United States to the southern
tip of Argentina, Puerto Rico is the only
<( one that has not won its independence.
_,J Things were "looking up" back in 1897,
c::, when Luis Munoz Rivera and others
convinced the Spanish Crown to grant
u.J both Puerto Rico and Cuba charters of
u.J autonomy. These charters resulted in
c::I Puerto Rico transforming from a colony
to a province of Spain. The following
c::::, year we held our first elections and
by July 17th 1898 Puerto Rico's new
u.J
::, autonomous government began to
(:::1 function. It would not last very long
however, as the island was invaded by
the United States only eight days later
during the Spanish American War on July
25th 1898, leading up the Treaty of Paris
which ended the war and forced Spain's
ceding of the island over to the U.S.

en

z:

JOSHUA CRUZ

with a governor and executive council
selected by the President of the U.S.
Fast forward to 191 7, the U.S. was on
the verge of entering WWI to join its
allies in Europe. Congress passed the
Jones Act which granted U.S. citizenship
to all Puerto Ricans. There is a very
important reason for this; being granted
citizenship meant that they were now
eligible for the military draft. As a result
20,000 Puerto Rican men were sent
off to Europe to fight for the Empire.

Today we are a "Commonwealth,"
which is a sophisticated term for a
colony. Many Puerto Ricans fear that
without the United States, poverty and
unrest will strike the island. It is this
fear that has us on the verge of losing
our culture. We have McDonalds and
Walgreens all over the island. Many
local businesses have been · forced to
close down do to bigger U.S. · owned
businesses and corporations. Many
After we were handed over to the United kids there now mirror kids here in the
States our island came under Marshall U.S., in terms of their being overweight.
Law for two years from 1898 until 1900. Illegal drugs plague the streets of every
On April 2nd 1900, the U.S passed town, as young kids experiment with
the Foraker Act which allowed Puerto crack cocaine and heroin. Corruption
Rico to have limited self-government has taken over the Capitol, as politicians
10

squabble for the scraps handed down unite in an effort to reform government
from their U.S. counterparts. The island in our island . We need to purge the
as a whole is becoming a microcosm corrupt politicians from office and
of the United States; a place where the replace them with competent leaders
dollar and other material things take that have the people's best interest in
precedence over values and ethics. A mind. Once we get rid of the United
place where the '~merican Dream" States and receive our independence, we
makes it "OK" to pass by a stranger will find that other countries, especially
that lives on the street and not extend Latin American countries will be more
a helping hand. I feel that we that we than willing to help us get on track
are losing that which is most valuable and establish markets for our exports.
to us; we are losing our identity. Once Here in our Puerto Rican community of
we lose ourselves to this madness called Humboldt Park in Chicago we struggle
capitalism and colonialism, it will be against gentrification taking place and
nearly impossi ble to fin d ourselves again. it is happening on the motherland!
We need to unite and let everyone
We as a nation of Puerto Ricans need to know that "Puerto Rico No Se Vende."

at-. Pm• •n .

~, u~ .~~ ~ •· ~, of.
.Mil. •

Nini--.
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Puerto Rican
Born on January 6, 1943
Address:
87651-024
FCI Terre Haute
P.O. Box 33
Terre Haute, IN 47808

<(
_J

c::::,

en
UJ
UJ
C::J

Oscar Lopez Rivera
was born in San Sebastian , Puerto Rico on
January 6, 1943. He moved to Chicago
with his family at the age of 12, where he
experienced racism in the schools and on

2:
c:::,

the street. He was drafted into the army in
1967 and spent a year in Vietnam. Oscar

UJ

was transformed by this experience and by
the Chicago Boricuas' resistance against

::,
~

police brutal ity, which was fueled by the
Puerto Rican Riots of 1966. Oscar became
involved in many struggles includingwelfare
rights, bilingual education, unemployment,
housing, political representation and
police brutality. He helped to found a
Puerto Rican alternative school now known
as Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School,
and the Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto
Rican Cultural Center, and he participated
in the Committee to Free the Five Puerto

Rican

Nationalists

during

the

In 1981, Oscar Lopez was arrested and
convicted fo r seditious conspiracy, armed
robbery and lesser charges; he received
a disproportionately long sentence of 55
years in prison . He was not convicted
of any specific act of viol ence, but for
his political beliefs. In 1988, Oscar was
convicted of cons pira cy to escape and
sentenced another 15 years. After much
hard work and struggle by Puerto Rican
activists and supporters, Oscar was offered
a limited clemency by President Clinton in

1999, along with 11 other Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners. Oscar rejected the offer
because it would leave other Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners behind and because
he would have to renounce his political
beliefs. His projected release date is 2027 .

/f you hove any questions, please contact info@boricuahuma~rights.org or

aleiandro@prcc-chgo.org or write to 2739 W Division Street, Chicago, IL 60622.
http://boricuahumanrights.org/
12
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Political Prisoners
Born on September 19, 1952

1

Address:
88976-024
FCI Pekin
Federal Correctional Institution
P.O. Box 5000
Pekin, IL 61555

CarlosAlberto Torres was
born in Ponce, Puerto Rico on September 19,
1952. Although he was raised in the United
States, he was never disconnected from
Puerto Rico. Carlos also had a strong religious
upbringing; his father, Rev. Jose A. Torres, is
pastor emeritus of the First Congregational
Church of Chicago. These influences
led Carlos to struggle for social justice
through political and community activism.
Carlos engaged in struggles around
housing, police brutality and education.
He was one of the founders of the Puerto

Rican alternative school now known as
the Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School
and participated in the Committee to
Free the Five Puerto Rican Nationalists.
In 1980, Carlos was arrested along with
10 other companera/os and was convicted
of seditious conspiracy and other charges
in 1981; he was unfairly sentenced to 78
years in prison for his political ideas, not for
any violent actions. He is the step-son of expolitical prisoner Alejandrina Torres. Carlos
wasnotincludedinthe 1999Clintonclemency
offer. His projected release date is 2024.

Avelino Gonzalez Claudio
NCI# 357422
PO Box 665
Somers, CT 06071
Friends and Family of Avelino Gonzalez Claudio
Apartado Postal #22282
San Juan. P.R.00931-2282
13

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE

Avelino Gonzalez Claudio

<(

in August of 1985 was accused of
participating
in
the
planning
and
authorization of an operation to secure
$7,1 17,000 from a Wells Fargo armored
truck in Hartford, Connecticut on September
12, 1983, along with other Puerto Ricans
and two North Americans. The operation wa
s carried out by a clandestine organization
fighting for the independence of Puerto
Rico, the PRTP-Macheteros. Avelino was
not arrested at the time. However, more
than 20 years later, he was arrested in
Manatf, Puerto Rico, on February 7, 2008.

_,J
Avelino was born in the town of Vega
~ Baja on October 8, 1942. As a student at

en

the University of Puerto Rico, he became
~ a
member and then vice-president
~ of
the
Pro -Independence
University
~ Federatio n (Federac i6n Universita ria Pro
lndependencia - FUPI) . In the mid- l 960 ' s,
C::::, he married and m oved to New York City,
earn ing his living o n Wal l Street, and
working with the Puerto Rican community,
join ing and then leading the Vito
Marcantonio Mission of the Movemiento
Pro-lndependencia (MPI) in New York. He
and his fam il y of four chil d ren returned
to Pu erto Rico, wh ere he worked in the
independence
movement,
inclu d ing
a d ministering
the
political
journal
Pensamiento Crftico (Critical Thought).

Z:

Avelino was not arrested, he assumed the
identity of Jose Ortega, and, while the FBI
pursued him, he lived a quiet life, working
as a computer teacher to support his
family and contributing constructively to
his nation, seeking to improve the services
provided by the Department of Education.
The charges against those arrested in 1985
had various results: Carlos Ayes, Filiberto
Ojeda, Juan Segarra, Norman Ramfrez
and Roberto Maldonado went to trial
in 1989; Ivonne Melendez Carrion also
went to trial-some were acquitted, others
convicted and sentenced to te rms ranging
from one year to 55 yea rs; wh ile Orlando
Gonzalez, Hilton Fern andez Diamante I
Jorge A. Farinacci, Isaac Camacho, Elfas
Castro and Angel Dfas Rufz negotiated
a plea agreement in 1992. They were
sentenced to terms of five years in prison.
Two others have never been a rrested :
Aveline's brother Norberto and Victo r
Ge rena, and are being sought by the FBI.
Avelino is currently being held in Somers,
the state of Connecticut's supermax prison,
far from his family a nd his nation, where
he is locked down 2 3 hours a day, with
no access to fami ly visits o r p ho ne ca lls, in
co nditions w hich are calculated not only to
interfere with his ability to p repare a defense,
but which are tantamount to torture. He is
awa iting trial in federal court in Hartford .

When the arrests of 1985 took place, and

Please write to our Patriotsl
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Juan "Nito" Morales

The sun is back with flows in the night of silent dreams
alone in the dark tell me when the past will not sting
and when the crows would stop to sing
follow my lead and I promise to safeguard your inner being
although I am trap between a war of insanity
mother please p.e .a.c.e does not exist in these ill streets
just understand that we all are feinds trapped in time searching for equality
I blame society for robbing me cold of my own humanity
and the police for grabbing me pushing me harassing me in my own community
just a story of a ghetto child abandon
all alone feeling stranded all is hell still don't let this pressure make you panic
in the mix of blasting I witness missions for lost souls
who travel this road lost with inner screams
that silenced and murdered their inner dreams
as I sit and wonder cause this race must be blind as hell
to believe that we live in equality while Oscar Lopez rots in a jail cell
ill try not to be blind in a lost of time
cause a mystic once told me to be aware of darkness and the silent kind
the one that steals your soul and murders your mind
and at times I feel stuck in position
still I witness prophecies prophesize through composition
light seems to find inside of starry nights reminiscing
cause they said that I was mad but I wasn't mad from the start
I just put on a mask for they could never see my heart
I had took a tour inside and saw a child in the depths of solitude beyond the
dark
but tomorrow I see a change a chance to build anew
on spirit and intent of heart on ideals based on truth
change is the call for action with all means to be free
cause like a prisoner I wake to see our lives held in captivity
now we must learn in order to become liberated
on our own history that will be shared between family and friends
for no one will ever oppress this race again.
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Be Careful What You Wish For
An original story by

JACKLYN NOWOTNIK

Another summer had passed and autumn was fresh in the air. The sun's rays
became weak, the leaves had already started turning colors and falling off the trees,
and Party Sites and Halloween Spirit stores would be raided . Halloween was coming,
and fa st ! Halloween wou ld fall on a Saturday th is yea r and th ings could not have
been mo re perfect for A manda a nd her group of friends who LOVED Halloween .
Everythi ng fro m carved pumpkins, mo nstro us costu mes, haunted houses, ghouls,
witches, zombies, vampires, werewolves, you name it they LO VE D it! In hono r of
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Halloween Amanda decided to throw a Halloween party for her and her friends.
A costume party with her and her friends, music, pizza and gruesome

~ Halloween treats completed the party. The girls were getting ready to go to bed when
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Neydi asked a question.
"I know it's not my turn this year for the Halloween sto ry, whose is it?"
Josie chimes in with Neydi and exclaims wild- eyed,
"Yeah who is the ring leader of this twisted circu s?"
After. a quick silence they all burst out laughing for they all know whose turn it was, it
was Amanda.
"Ok Ok Ok, you all got me, it's my turn", says Amanda with a giggle.
"So what kind of story do you guys want to hear? A funny one? A scary one?
Or an "OH MY GOD l'M NOT SLEEPING WITH THE LIGHTS OFF" type of story?"
Ariel, Josie, Neydi and Amanda all looked at each other because it was obvious what
kind of story they wanted to hear. They wanted to hear the "OH MY GOD l'M NOT
SLEEPING WITH THE LIGHTS OFF" story.
So Amanda turns the lights off, lights a candle and places it in the middle of
the room, which was encircled by their sleeping bags. Every girl had snuggled up in
their sleeping bags as if that was their protection from anything evil. The room was
crawling with shadows and the only type of light and warmth was from the steady
flickering candle. The girls looked at each other with a fearful excitement in their eyes
and Amanda began to tell the story.
"Well you know how they say opposites attract, well that was just the case.
There was once a woman who was soooooooo religious! She almost ate, breathed
and slept like a nun . She went to mass every Sunday and went to confession whenever
16

she could. However, her heart had fallen in love with a man who was her complete
opposite. He on the other ha nd, d id not bel ieve there was a God, nor of si ns o r a
heaven . Despite the ir differences in rel ig ion , they both decided to move in togethe r.
Soon after moving in, the woman was unpacking and while unpacking she came across
a framed picture of her lord Savior, Jesus . She, being as rel igious as she was, decided
to put the picture up on one of the wa lls in the new house. Whe n he r boyfriend came
home and seen th is, he went ba llistic. He started screami ng , throwin g th ings aro und an d
breaking th ings a ll over the house. Then he told he r that he would rath er have th e Devil
in th e house tha n of a picture of this good fo r nothi ng God ."
" Wow," said Neydi in disbelief.
" Yeah talk a bout having a B.F.," sa id Josie whil e roll ing her eyes.
"SHHHHHHHHHHH! Be quiet you guys, I want to hear the rest of the story," exclaimed
Ariel angrily. Amanda continues telling the story.
'J\bout 9 months later she had given birth to a little boy, but not just any ordinary
baby. This was something the doctors questioned, made the nurses flinch, and the babies
in the nursery cry. The baby boy was about the size of a lo af of bread, b ut instead
of skin, he was born with a scaly scarlet red type of skin . He also had a pa ir of black
eyes, black like evi l and was born on Hall oween night. That is not al l t .o ugh, he had
what appea red to be little horns ruptu ri ng ri ght at the top of his temples, and he had
a little ta il that stuck out by his bottom . It wasn't just a littl e bob at the end of his spine,
no nowhere nea r it; instead, he had a scarlet red tail that had a pitchfork-like end. Not
to m enti on his toes somehow fo rmed this hove li ke foot. With everyone at the hospital
either scared o r thrown in shock, the baby was sent home im mediately. It didn't take
long for the mother to see that
her baby boy needed the lord, so
after a few months she took him to
her parish to get baptized . Creepy
th ing about it is, even though he
was on ly a few m o nths o ld, he
was able to wig g le his way out of
th e priest's arms a nd run away.
He could even talk, and as he ra n
away fro m the a lta r, yo u co uld
hea r hi m laugh th is blood curl in g,
spine tingling, make every ha ir on
you body stand up, devilish laugh .
17

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE

As he laughed he managed to tell his mother and priest that they were stupid fuckers
and that their God was no God, but merely a worthless figure. His mother put up
with him for about a year and then decided she could not deal with this monstrosity.
He had already started smoking, drinking, and cursing and threatening to kill his
own mother. So with that, she decided to give him up to the sanitarium."
"Oh my god", exclaimed Josie. Ariel's mouth had dropped to the floor and
Neydi had gripped her pillow up to her face in horror. "What happened next?"
asked Ariel.
"Well they say that after three years of being in the sanitarium, the baby boy
died . The cause is unknown, but it's rumored that when ever you speak of him on
a Halloween night, he is to come and visit you and causes you chaos for the night.
DUN DUN DUNNNNNNNN!"
"I don't believe it Mandy," said Ariel. "Yeah
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that can't be true," agreed Josie. They all looked at
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each other and laughed. Then that's when Amanda

en
u.J
u.J
Cl

noticed a shadow outside her bedroom door.
"Brandon you can't scare us, I can see your shadow
by the door. You might as well forget it," yelled
Amanda to her brother on the other side of her
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bedroom door. "Yeah, you're right Mandy, besides;
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I couldn't scare you if I wanted to. The batteries in
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the tape recorder don't work and we don't have
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he walked in. All of a sudden the door slams shut, thunder and lighting claps, the
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any new ones to replace them ," said Brandon as
candle blows out in a windless room and the five of them are left in the dark. "Wow
that was cool Brandon, how did you do that," questions Amanda in amazement. "I
did ... did ... didn", said Brandon and before he could finish his sentence, they all hear
little hoof beats walking across the wooden floor of the room . The room starts to get
so unbearably hot that the five of them start to sweat rain drops. One more clap of
thunder and lighting sounds and that's when they all hear that eerie, disturbing, evil
laugh. And out of the flash of lighting they could see the 3 foot figure of a child with
hooves and pitch fork tail. Although it was dark in the room, the figure's black shiny
eyes could be seen shining through the shadows. With each clap of thunder, the hoof
beats sounded closer and closer to them, and BOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOM!
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Top 6 Haunted Houses
JACKLYN NOWOTNIK
When I was a little girl, I remember going to my abuelo's house. He told me to be
good; otherwise El Cucuy monster would come and get me. This happened years
ago and now I have outgrown El Cucuy. However, if El Cucuy in the basement isn't
enough to scare you anymore, I'm sure these haunted attractions definitely will.

1 . Dungeon of Doom
Located: On the Lake County Fa ir G rounds; 50 US Highway 45 in G rayslake, IL
Ticket Prices: 15$ per person
Other Attraction(s): Labyrinth of Doom (Maze)
Hours of Operation: Starting September 26 - November l
Mon-Thu rs: 7pm- l 0pm
Fri: 7pm until last body crawls
Sat: 6:30pm until last body crawls
Sun: 6:30pm until l 0pm

2. Dream Reapers Haunted House
Located : 1945 Cornell in Melrose Park, IL
Ticket Prices: 15$ per person
Other Attraction(s): None
Hou rs of Operation: Starting September 26 - November l
Sun - Thurs : 7pm- l 0pm
Fri & Sat: 7 pm - l l pm

3. Statesville Haunted Prison
Located: 17250 S. Weber Road in Crest Hill, IL
Ticket Prices : 30$ per person
*Discount: $25.00 for groups of l 0 or more purchased in advance.*
Other Attraction(s): None
Hours of Operation: Starting September 27 - November l
Thurs - Sun: 7pm - l 0pm

4. Eleventh Hour Haunted House
Located: 434 E. Devon in Elk Grove Village, IL
Ticket Prices:
Eleventh Hour or Intensity: 15$ per person
Eleventh Hour Intensity and Evil Intention: 20$ per person

CONTINUE TO.NEXT PAGE
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*Discount: At participating Dunkin Donuts. Online coupons and tickets purchased through www.
hauntedillinois.com
Other Attraction(s}: Creatures of the Corn after Dark, Daytime Corn Maize, Straw Struggle
Obstacle Course
Hours of Operation: Starting October 3 - November l
Sun- Thurs: 7pm until l 0pm
Fri- Sat: 7pm until 11 pm

5. The Realm of Terror Haunted House

<(
_,J

c::::,

c.n
L.U
L.U

c:::a

z:

c::,

L.U

::::,
c:::J

Located : 421 W. Rollins Road in Round Lake Beach, IL
Ticket Prices : l 0$ per person
Other Attraction(s} : Bowling Alley and Arcade
Hours of Operation:
Starting October l 0
-November l
Sun -Thurs : 7pm until l 0pm
Fri - Sat: 7 until after
midnight

6. Batey Urbano's
Haunted House
in the 'Hood
Located : 2620 W. Division
St. on Paseo Boricua in
Humboldt Park, Chicago,

IL.
Ticket Prices: Suggested
Donation
Other Attraction(s}: HipHop, Poetry nights once a
week
Hours of Operation:
Starting Halloween
Weekend
Friday & Saturday: 3pm
until 8pm
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The designer Hector Estrada is the desig ner
of the well know clothing bran d " tri ko"
th e name wh ich stands for Tri: For having
three elements. Fo r most re ligions and
philosophies completion comes in th ree .
For example: sun, moon and stars / fathe r,
son and the Holy Spirit / earth, wind and
fire, etc... K: Is th e dominant letter in
word Arawa k; the natives of m ost of th e
Caribbean a nd it means good person. 0:
For the nu mber one (1) which symbolizes
unity. Being Dominican and Puerto Rican
this designer has introduced fashion with
a meaning and also environment friendly.
Hector Estrada started working with to p
clothing companies like Ecko and Mecca, bu
transfered. "I was doing work for some of the
big urban brands back in 2001 and became
frustrated with the ma rket. Most of these
brands were more concerned with marketing
than with product and to top it off, they all
w anted to look like each oth er. It wasn't a
healthymarketfora creative person.And none
of them said anything, it was a dead end."
Triko uses organic material, is a sweatshopfree enterprise, strives to source fabrics
and materials from sustainable sources,
and supports clean energy through the
purchase of renewable energy credits.
His decision to come out with his own
clothing line was " I wanted to design for
people who felt like I did, people with
appreciation
for
change,
inspiration,
truth seekers, and cultural creations."
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Looking at the "triko" clothing line you see a
line that has a meaning to every piece that
forms the collection, being sold only in special
bouquets and onl ine. Hector Estrada states
that his line "is a premi
ltern ative streetwear co llection for p rog ressive and eclectic
ind ividuals . .. beautiful,
innovative,
and
functional. For those in pursuit of mastering
the Art ;f Life. I like to think of triko the same
way I think about my customers: Ed ucated,
soph isticated, secure, cu lturally awa re and
stim ulated, ecl ectic, curious, inte resti ng ,
adventurous, we lcomes p rogress, and
appreciates authenticity Triko isoneofitskind ."
Hector Estrada's name is become more and
more famous through his work w ith top artists
like Daddy Yankee and Fergie, to name a few.
"This may not be huge, but I can use it as a
vehicle to bring awareness to more important
things," he stated, as he is working on a whole
new way of making fashion with a statement
- not only political but also a message on
environmental awareness. Keep an eye out
and if you want info check out www.triko.com
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RUTHY VENEGAS

Cafe 787
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This new Puerto Rican hot spot will have your taste buds scream out "PASTELON!" Cafe
787 is located on Fullerton and Austin, it opened only about six months ago in April.
If you want a typical Puerto Rican cuisine with a unique touch then this is your place. I
absolutely loves the ambience, the dark oak wood and the paintings of vejigantes on
the walls - it was comfortable! The vejigante masks were actually donated to children
from a local public school as a thank you to the Cafe 787 for their food donation,
this place is caring too. Soon they will have cooking classes showing how to prepare
delicious Puerto Rican dishes such as the Jibarito, "jQue Rico!" One hot fact, they have
wifi, so if you're not scared to get some flan on your lap top then bring it on over. I am
very money conscious, so this is defiantly Rookie priced approved. ;Buen Provecho!
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*How to make Pastel6n*
Ingredients
10- 15 ripe plantains
1 lb ground beef
oil (I like olive oil)
2 tablespoons sofrito sauce
1/2 cup tomato sauce
1 tablespoonsaz6n goay con cilanto y achiote
4 eggs
Oregano (to taste)
Salt (pinch)

Directions:
1) Cut plantains in strips "straight down"
2) In a pan, with heated oil, fry plantains in low heat until down.
3) In another pan, add sofrito, tomato sauce, meat, sazon, and oregano.
4) When plantains are done and after cooling, press plantains with the bottom of a
can.
5) Grease a baking pan and arrange the first layer of plantain strips .
6) Beat eggs and pour half the mix over.
7) When meat is ready, add meat over plantain layer.
8) Add a second layer of plantain strips.
9) Pour remaining beaten eggs.
10) Bake at 350° until egg mixture is no longer watery.
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